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In the meanwhile Peel was continually pressed by
Lord Anglesey to come to some decision on the
subject. There was a tremendous difficulty in front,
and Anglesey saw but one way out of it. What he
felt is well expressed in a letter which he wrote in
order that it might be formally submitted to the
Duke of Wellington and to Sir Robert Feel. In
speaking of the Catholics he said : " I believe their
success inevitable, and that no power under heaven
can arrest its progress. There may be rebellion, you
may put to death thousands, you may suppress it,
but it will only be to put off the day of compromise."
Lord Anglesey over and over again in reply to the
arguments of those who were accustomed to ask, as
Lord Melbourne later on used to ask, " Can't you let
things stay as they are ? " points out that as far as
the Catholic claims are concerned things will not stay
as they are, that no power of horse, foot and artillery
can compel them to stay as they are. In Lord
Anglesey's opinion rebellion was certain to come if
the Catholic claims were thrust aside, and he further
believed that even if one rebellion were put down
another and another would come on till Catholic
Emancipation had been granted. At one crisis of the
movement we find Peel, from his published corres-
pondence, asking himself the question which we
record here at full length because of its momentous
nature, and because also of the light it throws on the
statesmanlike and practical manner in which the
mind of Peel grasped the whole situation, and the
kind of dramatic instinct which belonged to him, and
without which there can be no genuine statesmanship,